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23nd International Solo-Dance-Theater Festival Stuttgart, Germany 

14th – 17th March 2019 

 

Crisscrossing Cultures and Dance Styles: talented y oung dancers at 

Stuttgart’s TREFFPUNKT Rotebühlplatz  
 

Rousing dance theatre and exciting aesthetic concep ts once again await visitors to the 

23rd International Solo-Dance-Theater Festival Stuttgar t. Talented young dancers from 

around the world are all ready to compete for the a udience’s and international jury’s 

approval as well as the many prizes on offer at the  festival running from 14 th to 17 th 

March 2019 at Stuttgart’s TREFFPUNKT Rotebühlplatz.  The artists hail from as far afield 

as the US, Canada, Brazil, Mexico, Australia, Russi a and Israel, as well as from a number 

of European countries. For the first time ever, the re will also be artists participating from 

Cameroon and Mongolia.   

 

Pode ser ...? How would it be …? This question, the title of one of the pieces, encapsulates the 

250 entry applications which were submitted from all around the world. In their creations, the 

dancers explore the whole gamut of current issues in politics and society, behavioural research 

and psychology, history, art and culture. What has been, what is and how would it be? How are 

we doing with equality? And with the balance of power; not just between men and women? How 

would it be if categories such as male, female, homosexual and heterosexual were irrelevant? 

Why is a vague feeling of fear and unease becoming so rife in many countries? 

How many personalities are within one person? How does society treat handicapped people? 

And how is society dealing with the effects of digitalisation? How are public and private related? 

Like music and movement? These are just some of the issues which the artists have worked 

through; intensively, movingly, ironically and with dark humour. They show that around the 

globe, we face similar challenges yet with regional particularities. 



Participants: 
 
 

Thursday, 14.03.19, 20.00  
 

 

Es ist meine Vulva 
Choreography: Lia Rives (Frankreich) 
Performance: Matéo Lagière (Frankreich) 
 
Solo für zwei Ohren 
Choreography: Grégory Darcy (Frankreich) 
Performance: Anna Süheyla Harms (Australien) 
 
No Room Service, Please 
Choreography: Beatrice Bodini (Italien) 
Performance: Linda Cordero Rijo (Italien)  
 
Onírico 
Choreography: Carlos Gonzales (Spanien) 
Performance: Seth Buckley (Kanada) 
 
Pode ser 
Choreography & Performance: Leïla Ka (Frankreich) 
 
Tumble 
Choreography & Performance: Vincent Wodrich (Deutschland) 

 

 

Friday, 15.03.19, 20.00  
 

Petrushka 
Choreography & Performance: Ildar Tagirov (Russland) 
 
Gennadi 
Choreography: Rotem Weissman (Israel) 
Performance: Márton Gláser (Ungarn) 
 
SIRI 
Choreography: Julia Maria Koch (Deutschland) 
Performance: Siri Elmqvist (Schweden) 
 
A qui le tour? 
Choreography & Performance: Agathe Djokam Tamo (Kamerun) 
 
empeiría 
Choreography & Performance: Marcelina Liebner (Polen) 
 



Do You Love Me 
Choreography & Performance: Shirly Barbie (Israel) 
 
 

Saturday, 16.03.19, 20.00  
 
Dolores 
Choreography & Performance: Loretta Pelosi Oliveira (Brasilien) 
 
Samael 
Choreography & Performance: Jorge Guillén (Mexiko) 
 
A Straightforward Decision 
Choreography & Performance: Anna Long (USA) 
 
All in One 
Choreography & Performance: Nina Plantefeve-Castryck (Belgien) 
 
Me inside of Me –„I am Mongolian” 
Choreography & Performance: Damchaabadgar Yondon (Mongolei) 
 
Sulla mia pelle   
Choreography: Alessandra Scalambrino (Italien) 
Performance: Simona Leonardi (Italien) 
 

 

Jury  

 

There are 18 productions in the programme ready to try and impress the jury, which this year 

consists of:  

- Irene Kalbusch (Choreographer, artistic director at Compagnie Irene K.),  

- Itzik Galili (Internationally active choreographer),  

- Roberto Scafati (Ballet director, Theater Trier), 

- Louis Stiens (Choreographer and dancer at Stuttgarter Ballett) and  

- Katja Wachter (Choreographer, founder and artistic director of the dance company  

   Selfish Shellfish). 

 

Irene Kalbusch is a choreographer and has created a number of dance pieces for adults and 

children. She particularly enjoys creating performances for public spaces, in which her dance 

opens up the area and architecture by integrating, contrasting or even purposefully ignoring the 

surroundings. Irene Kalbusch is the Artistic Director of the festival Tanzende Stadt (dancing city). 

In 1977, she founded her company Irene K., for which she has created numerous 

choreographies. Irene Kalbusch regularly works on interdisciplinary projects. 

 



 
Born in Israel, Itzik Galili , is an internationally renowned choreographer. In 1997, the Arts & 

Culture Ministry appointed him as artistic director of the newly founded company NND/Galili 

Dance in Groningen, Netherlands. Under his artistic direction, the company received 

international recognition. In 2009, Galili went to Amsterdam where, together with Krisztina de 

Châtel, he took on the artistic direction of the newly founded contemporary dance company 

Dansgroep Amsterdam. Since 2016, Itzik Galili has been Artistic Director of Curtain Up,  

a renowned platform for young Israeli choreographers. Since 2018, he has also been working 

as an artistic consultant for Boston Dance Theater. Galili has created over 70 works for 

companies such as Stuttgarter Ballett, Gulbenkian Ballet, NDT II, the Royal Finnish Ballet, 

Staatsballett Berlin and Rambert Dance Company. 
 
 
Roberto Scafati has been Ballet director and choreographer at Theater Trier since the 

2018/2019 season. He has also been a dancer at Teatro San Carlo in Naples from where he 

moved on to Teatro dell‘opera in Rome. From 1994 to 2003 he danced solos at Ulmer Ballett , 

which is where he also began his career as a choreographer. From 1995, he has also regularly 

choreographed for various other theatres including Theatre Brest (France), Theater Ankara 

(Turkey) and Curitiba Balé de Guaira (Brazil). From 2009 to 2018 he was Ballet Director at Ulmer 

Ballett. 
 
 
Louis Stiens is a demi-soloist and choreographer at Stuttgarter Ballett. He has taken on solo 

roles in a variety of classical, neoclassical and contemporary pieces. Choreographers such as 

Marco Goecke, Demis Volpi and Edward Clug have created roles for him. Louis Stiens has also 

created an impressive number of pieces as a choreographer. His first piece for  

Stuttgarter Ballett was in 2014, commissioned by Reid Anderson. Louis Stiens has also 

choreographed for other companies. In October 2018, his piece Wounded was premiered by 

Junior Ballett Zürich. Louis Stiens was a jury member for the International Solo-Dance-Theatre 

Festival Stuttgart in 2014. 
 
 
Katja Wachter studied dance at the London Contemporary Dance School. She has danced with 

several British and German dance companies, however also began early on to realise her own 

projects. In 1995, she founded the dance company Selfish Shellfish in Munich. Since then, she 

has worked on more comprehensive productions. Her choreography has been shown in various 

European countries as well as Russia, Canada, the US, South Korea, Brazil and Mexico. Katja 

Wachter, who has also received a number of awards, also choreographs for opera, musical and 

theatre productions and teaches at institutions including the Dance Center Iwanson and 

Hochschule für Musik und Theater, both in Munich. 

 

 

 



Prizes  

 

The prizes for the categories Dance and Choreography are worth between €1500 and €3500 and 

have been sponsored by the City of Stuttgart and the Ministry for Science, Research and Arts, 

Baden-Wuerttemberg. The audience’s favourites can also win two further prizes worth €500 

apiece, which have been financed by private sponsors. This year’s residency prize is being 

awarded by Theater Trier, whose Ballet Director Roberto Scafati is also on the jury. He will 

choose a winner to study and publicly perform one of their own pieces with the Trier ballet 

company. The Eastman Prize Stuttgart enables its winner to take part in the Eastman Summer 

Intensive 2019, a two week workshop in Antwerp. This prize is awarded by the Eastman 

Company in Antwerp, whose artistic director is Sidi Larbi Cherkaoui. 

 

The 23rd International Solo-Dance-Theater Festival Stuttgart at a glance:  

 

Thursday, 14th to Saturday, 16th March 2019, 8pm : Competition pieces. On Saturday 

evening, the finalists will be announced following the evening’s performances. To shorten the 

wait to the nominations, there will be a party with DJ for all guests and artists in Rudolfs 

Restaurant. Miguel Mavatiko, one of the winners 2017, will perform his solo “Kifwebe.01.” 

Sunday, 17. March 2019, 5pm : Grand Finale with awards ceremony 

Venue:  TREFFPUNKT Rotebühlplatz, Robert-Bosch-Saal 

Ticket Prices:  Thursday - Saturday, EUR 16,-/12,- , Sunday, EUR 18,- /14,- 

MC: Sonia Santiago-Brückner  

Festival Director : Gudrun Hähnel  

Artistic Director : Marcelo Santos 

 

In two dynamic and creative workshops for semi-beginners, Miguel Mavatiko  shall be showing 

how contemporary dance comes into being.  Miguel Mavatiko from the Congo won third prize for 

the choreography of his solo “Kifwebe.01” at the 21st Solo-Dance-Theatre Festival.  

Saturday 16.03.19, 14.30 – 16.30, EUR 26.00, Course no: 191-00188 

Sunday 17.03.19, 11.00 – 13.00, EUR 26.00, Course no: 191-00189 

 

www.treffpunkt-rotebuehlplatz.de ,  

www.solo-Dance theater.de,  www.facebook.com/soloDance 

 
 

 

For questions on the programme and for images, please contact:: 

Presse- und Öffentlichkeitsarbeit (PR) vhs stuttgart 

Elvira Schuster, Tel.: +49 (0) 711 1873-746, elvira.schuster@vhs-stuttgart.de  

Nicola Schwarz, nicola.schwarz@vhs-stuttgart.de 


