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25. International Solo-Dance-Theater Festival Stuttgart 
12th– 16th May 2021 

 

 

The International Solo-Dance-Theater Festival Stuttgart is 

celebrating its 25th anniversary online! 

 

The International Solo Dance Theater Festival Stuttgart is celebrating its birthday! 

2021 is not only a year of artistic and technical firsts, but also dates: for the first time 

in 25 years, the festival is not taking place in March, but due to COVID-19 in May as a 

“hybrid event” with live presenting on site and films from the participants.  

From 12 – 16/05/21, 18 young artists from all over the world, selected by a board of 

trustees from over 200 applications, will be presenting exciting new solo pieces, most 

of them as premieres. The artists come from Israel, Japan, Brazil, South Africa, 

Canada, Nigeria, USA, Egypt, Italy, France, Slovakia, Spain, Portugal and Germany. 

They will be competing for numerous prizes and some positive words from the 

international jury, which this year includes Can Arslan (Artistic Director and 

Choreographer at the Nordharzer Städtebundtheater), Cristina Castro (Choreographer, 

Director and Artistic Director of the Vivadança lnternational Festival), Iván Pérez 

(Artistic Director of Dance Theatre Heidelberg (DTH), Ahmed Soura (Choreographer, 

Artist and Director of YONGONLON) and Noa Wertheim (Artistic Director of Vertigo 

Dance Company).  

The festival will kick off on Wednesday, May 12, 2021 with a performance by Stuttgart 

Solo Choreo as part of TANZPAKT Stuttgart. 

 

This year, the Stuttgart International Solo Dance Theater Festival has received a special 

distinction: it has been awarded the EFFE label, a European seal of approval for remarkable 

http://www.vhs-stuttgart.de/
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arts festivals. The label, awarded by international experts, goes to selected festivals that 

demonstrate their commitment to the arts, social engagement and international openness. 

 

25 years ago, the dancer and choreographer Marcelo Santos launched the dance 

competition in Augsburg, Germany, to create a forum for talented international dancers and 

choreographers, and at the same time to allow the audience to participate in the latest 

developments in contemporary dance. Since then, the festival has jump-started numerous 

dance careers. This year's festival is not only an anniversary edition. The competition, unique 

in its kind, is also special because it was prepared and will take place under extraordinary 

circumstances. Quite a few of the pieces submitted have been directly or indirectly influenced 

by what is currently holding the world in its grip: the Corona pandemic. Be it the practical 

difficulty of finding rehearsal rooms, closed theaters and cancelled performances, or the lack 

of human closeness and face-to-face communication. Finally, how do loneliness, isolation, 

and digital communication affect our minds and our bodies? What really matters in life, what 

is the essence? While some take a closer look at explosive topics such as identity, equality, 

social justice or racism with even more intensity and perspective, others dive into pure dance 

and explore the body’s seemingly infinite movement possibilities. 

 

This anniversary event is flanked by an exhibition by former dancer and dance photographer 

Gert Weigelt, who received the German Dance Award in 2019. His exhibition “Solo = Alleine” 

can be seen at the vhs Kunstgalerie until 16th May 2021 and features choreographers who 

perform their own solos, including Susanne Linke, Gerhard Bohner, Reinhild Hoffmann, Lina 

do Carlo and Urs Dietrich. (Information about corona-related restrictions are on the website). 

 

 

Participants 

 

Thursday 13/05/21, 8.00 p.m. 

 

The pluralist, deconstructed, humorous body of her 
Choreography: Smadar Goshen (Israel) 
Performance: Selina Koch (Germany) 
 

Quelques-uns le demeurent  
Choreography & performance: Alexandre Fandard (France) 
 

Overwhelmed 
Choreography: Giulia Menti (Italy) 
Performance: Gloria Gastaldon (Italy) 
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Weary Blues 
Choreography & performance: Jonathan Reimann (Germany) 
 

I need to … 
Choreography & performance: Clémence Juglet (France) 
 

IVAR 
Choreography & performance: Gonçalo Reis (Portugal) 
 

 

Friday, 14.05.21, 8pm 

 

There is somethin wrong in my head (?) 
Choreography: Melisa Zuccalá (Italy) 
Performance: Benedetta Cannolo (Italy) 
 

Single 
Choreography & performance: Arnau Pérez de la Fuente (Spain) 
 

A Flash of Oblivion 
Choreography & performance: Reiko Ohta (Japan) 

 

+10 
Choreography & performance: Jeremy Alberge (France) 
 

FISSURAR 
Choreography & performance: Geovan Conceição (Brazil) 
 

The Essence 
Choreography & performance: Eva Urbanová (Slovakia) 
 
 
 
Saturday, 15.05.21, 8pm 

 

The EQ of the heart 
Choreography & performance: Tushrik Fredericks (South Africa) 
 

Bunker 
Choreography & performance: Rebecca Margolick (Canada) 
 

CRUDA 
Choreography & performance: Nnamdi Christopher Nwagwu (Italy/Nigeria) 
 

Legaxy xx 
Choreography & performance: Breeanne Saxton (USA) 
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It Waits for no one 
Choreography & performance: Abdelrahman Ahmed (Egypt) 
 
The Tension of Nature 
Choreography & performance: Andrea Ward (USA) 
 

 

Jury 

 

Can Arslan, ballet director at the Nordharzer Städtebundtheater, is a graduate of the Ballet 

Academy of the Heinz Bosl Foundation. His first engagement as a dancer took him to Peter 

Schaffus at the Deutsche Oper Berlin. In the following years he has worked with important 

choreographers such as Maurice Béjart, Christopher Bruss, Heinz Spoerli, Jirí Kylián, Nacho 

Duato, Mauro Bigonzetti, Anjelin Preljocaj and Olga Roriz. Can Arslan choreographed his 

first pieces while in Berlin. Since then, he has been commissioned by Moscow Classical 

Ballet, Scopia Ballet, Dortmunder Ballett, Theater Bremerhaven, Ballett Augsburg, Ballett am 

Theater Magdeburg, Theater Ulm, Mainfranken Theater Würzburg, Delattre Dance 

Company, Landestheater Schwaben Memmingen and Theater Kiel. 

 

Cristina Castro is a choreographer, director and artistic director of Vivadança lnternational 

Festival in Brazil. In 1998, she founded the Núcleo Viladanca department of dance at the Vila 

Velha Theater, and since then has not only served as director, artistic director, and 

choreographer, but also oversees workshops and educational programs. Viladanca's 

productions have been performed throughout Brazil, in Ecuador, Colombia, Bolivia, and in 

Germany. Cristina Castro sat on the jury of the Stuttgart International Solo-Dance-Theater 

Festival back in 2012.  

 

Since 2018, Iván Pérez has been the artistic director of Dance Theatre Heidelberg (DTH) at 

the Theater und Orchester Heidelberg. He is also curator of the Dance Biennale Heidelberg 

and the Choreographic Center Heidelberg. Iván Pérez is a former member of the Nederlands 

Dans Theater (NDT) Den Haag. He has created works for companies such as the Paris 

Opera Ballet, Balletboyz, Ballet Moscow, Compañía Nacional de Danza and Dance Forum 

Taipei. In 2018, his creation for the Paris Opera Ballet, “The Male Dancer”, part of a 

collaborative evening with Crystal Pite, Hofesh Shechter and James Thiérrée, was recorded 

by the broadcaster Arte and was shown in cinemas worldwide. In 2016, he founded his own 

dance company INNE in the Netherlands.  

 

Ahmed Soura founded the international cultural institution YONGONLON in his home 

country Burkina Faso in 2020. He began his dance training at the National Institute for 
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Artistic and Cultural Training in Ouagadougou and then went to France to continue his 

studies in contemporary dance at the Centre Chorégraphique National de Montpellier. Since 

2006, he has been the artistic director of the traditional dance company KÔRO. In 2010 he 

danced and performed under the direction of Christoph Schlingensief in his opera “Via 

Intolleranza II”, touring Europe. In 2011 he won the third prize at the International Solo-

Dance-Theater Festival in Stuttgart. Ahmed Soura has had numerous performances with the 

Corp'Art Company, Irène Tassembedo's Company and the Orchestre des pays de savoie, as 

well as the Joseph Aka Company and many others. He regularly performs on the stage of 

the Deutsche Oper in Berlin and gives dance workshops in Burkina Faso, France, Germany, 

Brazil and Switzerland.  

 

Noa Wertheim is the artistic director of Vertigo Dance Company, which she founded 

together with Adi Sha'al in Jerusalem in 1992. She is one of Israel's best-known 

choreographers. Since 2002 she has created a number of pieces for her company. She also 

founded the Vertigo Dance Education School in 1997 and an inclusive dance program for 

people with physical disabilities. Noa Wertheim is an honorary member of the Jerusalem 

Academy of Music and Dance and has received numerous prizes and awards.  

 

 

Prizes 

 

The artists will compete for three prizes each for choreography and dance, worth between 

3500 and 1500 euros and sponsored by the Ministry of Science, Research and the Arts of 

Baden-Württemberg, the Landesbank Baden-Württemberg Foundation and the City of 

Stuttgart. Six productions apiece will be shown on each of three competition evenings. On 

the third evening, the jury will announce the nomination for the final on Sunday. The 

audience can also award prizes to the plays that impressed and moved them the most, and 

award two prizes of 500 euros each. The Nordharzer Städtebundtheater and the Dance 

Theatre Heidelberg each award an Assistance Prize.  

 

 

Stuttgart Solo Choreo  

 

Stuttgart Solo Choreo, part of TANZPAKT Stuttgart will take place as a prelude to the festival 

on May 12 and is reserved for Stuttgart's independent dance scene. The format is based on 

that of the International Solo Dance Theater Festival and was initiated by the 

Produktionszentrum Tanz und Performance e.V., the Cultural Office of the City of Stuttgart, 
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and the vhs stuttgart. The pieces that are shown here are not part of the main competition 

and are not awarded prizes. The event is supported by TANZPAKT Stadt-Land-Bund with 

funds from the Federal Government Commissioner for Culture and the Media and the special 

program “NEUSTART KULTUR” (BKM) and the City of Stuttgart. 

 

 

The festival at a glance:  

Streamed free of charge 

Live presenting with pre-recorded performances  

Wednesday, 12/05/21, 8pm: Stuttgart Solo Choreo 

Thursday, 13th – Saturday, 15/05/21, 8pm: Competition 

Sunday, 16/05/21, 5pm: Grand final and awards ceremony  

www.solo-tanz-theater.de  

www.treffpunkt-rotebuehlplatz.de  

www.vhs-stuttgart.de 

 

 
Artistic Director: Marcelo Santos 

Festival Director: Gudrun Hähnel 

MC/ Presenter: Sonia Santiago-Brückner 
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